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While baseball and softball 
dominate the spring sports sea-
son, Scott Demers decided it 
was time to offer an alternative 
to those sports during this time 
of the year.

Demers, St Anthony’s varsi-
ty soccer head coach, said that 
while the Effingham Park Dis-
trict offers a “great fall soccer 
program,” there are few activi-
ties for those that want an alter-
native to baseball and softball.

Saturday marked the first time 
that Demers held a soccer clin-
ic and orientation at the Premier 
Athletic Club in Effingham. 

Turnout was strong for the 
event, as 110 six to 15 year olds 
were registered to participate. 
Helping Demers at the event 
were varsity soccer players from 
St. Anthony as well as Effing-
ham and Teutopolis.

“This is the first year of this 
event and as demonstrated by 
the turnout, it is past due,” De-
mers said. “We have had many 
parents and children over the 
past couple of years discuss the 
need for putting something to-

gether in the spring. This has 
never been done in the Effing-
ham area before and we are ex-
cited about the response.”

The local high school players 
were a big factor in the clinic 
doing so well. They provided 
the “man-power” to demonstrate 
and help all those who attended 
to learn and practice good fun-
damentals. They also assisted in 
organizing the groups of chil-
dren, teaching the skills, and 
building the energy for the event 
with their passion for the game.

“There were even players that 
have previously graduated that 
returned for the weekend to help 
out, such as Devan Quandt, who 
currently attends McKendree 
College and plays on their soc-
cer team,” Demers said.

Many of the high school play-
ers will assist in coaching, refer-
eeing and also playing on league 
teams in the Cup League, which 
is for ages 15 to adult.

“We want to provide extraor-
dinary coaching and training 
to help athletes of all ages and 
sports achieve and develop their 
skills to reach the highest lev-
els of competition,” Demers 

said about the PAC. “Our hope 
is to provide our area athletes a 
chance to play in venues, levels 
of play and win championships 
they never thought possible.”

Demers said that the decision 
to hold the clinic at the PAC was 
not just because of it’s facilities, 
but also the fact that they are the 
ones hosting the spring and sum-
mer soccer leagues. 

“We wanted to kick off the 
season with a gathering that 
would help everyone see how 
many of us in the area want to 
play soccer,” Demers said.

The PAC also allows parents 
to watch games and record video 
from a viewing room while kids 
play on a full indoor turf field.

“Making this happen shows 
the commitment the folks at 
the Premier Athletic Club have 
in improving area sports pro-
grams,” Demers said. “I hope 
to see a lot of these players on 
our high school soccer fields in 
the coming years and I know 
the area high school coaches ap-
preciate what programs like this 
will do for our programs, espe-
cially soccer.”

Soccer clinic 
has huge turnout

St. Anthony head soccer coach Scott Demers held a soccer clinic and orientation at the Premier 
Athletic Club in Effingham. The clinic saw 110 kids between the ages of six and 15 come out to 
receive training from Demers and 12 local high school players.        
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Effingham girls track ready for season
Lady Hearts look to defend conference titles from last year

2013 St. Anthony Varsity Softball Team
News Report Photo/Damien Dennis

By Damien Dennis
News Report Staff

 Now that spring is here, the local high schools prepare for an 
interesting and action packed sports season. Effingham varsity girls 
track is one of those teams looking to make their mark this spring.

With head coach Dannette Williamson leading the girls for her 
third year, the team looks to defend their conference titles from the 
previous season.

“We began talking about that meet at the beginning of the season 
and we set our sights on that meet,” Williamson said. “We also have 
our eyes set on the sectional meet.”

Williamson returns three juniors who participated at state last 
year; Jenna Bingham, Bethany Donaldson and Jaclyn Steppe. Bing-
ham and Donaldson were members of the 3200 meter relay team, 
and hope to be top contributors in the middle distance races. Steppe 

will contribute in high jump, relays, and the 300 hurdles.
“I know Donaldson, Bingham, and Steppe are all looking to return 

to state this year, hopefully in their individual events,” Williamson 
said. “Our 1600 meter relay also has the potential to return to state.”

Effingham also has two seniors returning this year who have been 
on the team for four years. Dani Ashbaugh will throw shot put  and 
discus while Cort Mosier will contribute in the sprints and relays. 

Holly Moore, also a senior, is back for her third year in the pro-
gram and will contribute in sprints, sprint relays and long jump.

“There are also several freshmen out this year that were state con-
tenders at the junior high level,” Williamson said.

She hopes they will also contribute to the team scores throughout 
the season. 

The first regular season meet for the Effingham girls track team is 
Monday, March 25. 

“April is a tough month for us, especially the first week,” Wil-
liamson said. “We have a lot of small meets, but it’s nice to start with 
those because it eases the girls into the rest of the month where we 
see more invitationals.”

Effingham has the Triad Invite the first Friday of April, which 
Williamson said will be tough for the team. The team will see a lot 
of competition at the Class 2A level.

“The girls get a chance to see where they measure up to some 
competition that we will see at sectionals,” Williamson said. “It 
gives them a goal to work towards. We always see a lot of good 
competition at the Mattoon Invite and the Chatham Invite.”

Williamson said that their biggest conference foes may be Mat-
toon and Mt. Zion.

“We will have to work to defend our conference title,” she said. 
“But the girls are ready.”

By Damien Dennis
News Report Staff

 With the spring season now 
underway for the area high 
school sports, St. Anthony girls’ 
softball hopes to generate some 
success this year.

After finishing last year with 
a record of 14-13 and losing two 
players, one to graduation and 
another due to an ACL injury, 
the Lady Bulldogs look to fill in 
the gaps and build a competitive 
team.

Head Coach Crystal Tipton is 
entering her fifth year at St. An-
thony.

“My goals for the team this 
year are pretty simple,” Tipton 
said. “Improve upon our record 
from last year, improve our 
communication this year and 
hopefully eliminate some of the 
mental errors that plagued us 
last year.”

Tipton said that the pitching 
staff for this year’s team will 
remain the same with Meghan 
Woltman, Makayla Walsh and 
Kristen Schuette. They have 
also added freshman Maddie 
Schuette to the staff.

“Meghan is one of our team 
Captains again this year and will 

share the pitching duties and see 
time in right field,” Tipton said. 
“Meghan is a lefty on the mound 
and at the plate. Her being a lefty 
pitcher with a lot of movement 
brings an aspect of the game 
teams are not accustomed to.”

DJ Brummer will play as util-
ity player, seeing time at first 
base, third base and in the out-
field. Walsh will play shortstop 
when she is not pitching.

Kate Richards will play at first 
base, while Kristen Schuette 
will play at third when not on 
the mound. 

“Richards batted .367 for us 
last year,” Tipton said. “Kate 
really improved last year and 
hopefully we will see continued 
growth this year.”

Shortstop and outfielder Mor-
gan Gardewine batted .386 as a 
freshman last year, leading the 
team in hits. She recorded 31 
runs scored and 19 RBIs while 
also stealing 15 bases. 

“We need to see continued 
improvement from Morgan this 
year,” Tipton said. “She has 
great speed, determination and 
an excellent grasp of the game.”

Paige Koester will play cen-
terfield. Megan Nuxoll, Allison 

Spraul and Maddie Schuette 
are all utility players. Emma 
Richards will play both first 
base and right field while Hunt-
er Niebrugge will fill the gap at 
catcher.

“We are hoping that Hunt-
er can easily transition into our 
catching hole,” Tipton said. 
“Hunter has a cannon for an arm 
and a very strong bat.”

St. Anthony has a tough start 
to their season as they will take 
on Flora, East Richland, Robin-
son, Mulberry Grove and Cum-
berland in their first five games. 
They will also face St. Theresa 
(Decatur), Charleston, Newton, 
Altamont, Windsor, Mattoon 
and Shelbyville throughout the 
season. 

On April 12, St. Anthony will 
face Teutopolis in the Cross 
Creek Classic and their final 
three games will be the softball 
city series with Effingham.

“I believe that you need to 
treat each game with equal im-
portance,” Tipton said. “We need 
to bring our ‘A’ game to each 
game and improve throughout 
the season.”

Bulldog softball 
ready for season

By Damien Dennis
News Report Staff

 St. Anthony is ready to make 
their mark this year as the var-
sity girls track team prepare for 
another exciting spring. With a 
new coach at the helm, the pro-
gram is looking to make strides 
heading into the season.

“We had quite a bit of suc-
cess last year,” Head Coach Rob 
Brown said. “We have a couple 
of returners like Kassy Dammer-
man, who had some success in 
the 100 meter hurdles last year. 
She went to state in that and got 
to the semis.”

Brown said that Dammerman 
has been working hard in the 
offseason and has gotten down 
to three stepping the hurdles. 
She is one of the shorter girls out 
there but is considered a leader 
for the Lady Bulldogs. 

Sarah Wortman is also return-
ing for St. Anthony. Brown said 
she has been trying to compete 

and stay working at pole vault-
ing, even going so far as to gain-
ing additional coaching at East-
ern Illinois University.

“She has even tried seeking 
out extra competition on her 
own,” Brown said. “We have of 
course supported her on that and 
she looks to be doing well. I be-
lieve she went 10 feet last year, 
so we’re hoping to see 10’6”.”

St. Anthony returns junior 
Lauren Wendt, who is a middle 
distance runner, and senior Me-
lissa Bushur, who Brown called 
a sprints specialist.

This year’s team is a very 
freshman heavy team. There 
were some freshman who had 
success at the junior high level, 
and Brown hopes that they will 
continue that success at the high 
school level. 

“Aly Esker is another good 
pole vaulter,” Brown said. “She 
went third in state in eighth 
grade, so we have two good pole 

vaulters. Sara Ragland was a 
state qualifier last year as well.”

Brown has optimism for his 
team this year, but says it is a 
feeling out process as they go. 
He says he expects there to be 
a lot of learning as the team 
moves forward through the sea-
son since they are so young. 

“I’m confident that being 
freshman heavy will help us 
over the next couple of years. 
We have a balance but we are 
just young,” Brown said.

St. Anthony will face off 
against teams like Teutopolis, 
Neoga and Altamont. Brown 
said that these teams will give 
his girls some trouble, but he 
welcomes the challenge.

“I’d like to see those kids that 
went to state last year get back 
to state and improve on their 
marks,” Brown said. “I’d also 
like to see these younger kids 
make some marks as well.”

SAHS girls track  
looking to make noise

2013 St. Anthony Varsity Girls Track Team
News Report Photo/Damien Dennis
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- Neoga 
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Aaron Gebke,  
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Life Insurance - Retirement Planning  
 Long Term Care - Disability Income 

541 Mason Dr. PO Box 8  Breese IL 62230 618-526-7991 

101 S. Merchant • Effingham • Ph. 347-7191

We’ll Hook You Up With 
A Delicious Dinner!

Iron Horse Restaurant
Located In Martin’s IGA Plus

(From Kids Menu)
Ages 12 & Under after 
3pm with each adult 

purchase of $5 or more
Never Any Tipping

All You 
Can
 Eat!

Friday 
5-8pm

All You Can Eat

Alaskan Pollock
 Buffet

Includes Alaskan Pollock, catfish, 
popcorn shrimp, hush puppies, 
cold salad bar, soup & hot bar

699

Niemerg’s Steakhouse
1410 W. Fayette • Effingham 

217-342-3921

Families Who
Eat Together
...Are Better!

Kids Eat
FREE

After 4:00pm

TUESDAY
(Coffee Shop)

WEDNESDAY
(Dining Room) Office: 217-849-3353 Cell: 217-276-3353 

Gun Shop Hours 

Firearms - Pistols, Shotguns, Rifles 
Custom Firearms - AR 15’s 
Consignment Firearms - Save $$ 
Ammunition - Custom & Reloaded 
Competition Firearms & Parts 
Gunsmithing - Cleaning, Repairs 
    Refinishing & Custom Painting 
Accessories - Gun Cases, Parts & 

 Hunting Equipment 

email: sales@xringcustom.com 
web: www.xringcustom.com 

Mon - Fri  9:00am-5:00pm 
     Sat         9:00am-3:00pm 

After hours by appointment only 

X RING CUSTOM 
Upcoming Events 
 Mar 16, 2013 

Basic Pistol Course - 8 hr  $125 

 Mar 23, 2013 
Basic Pistol Course - 8 hr  $125 

 
Completion of NRA course will give 
training certificate needed for Non-
Resident Florida Concealed Carry 
Permit.  
 
Call today for complete details!! 

Complete Firearms Sales & Service - Outdoor Shooting Range 

508A W Main St - Toledo, IL 62468           Dave Clark - Owner 

Shooting you the best price in central Illinois!! 

Gift Certificates Available!! 
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Htg. & Air Conditioning, Inc.
                                      Servicing All Makes & Models

              217-347-0360
Residential, Light Commercial,  Geothermal & Radiant In-Floor Heat

Authorized Dealer

Heating & Air Conditioning

FREE
Estimates

Are You Prepared To 
Take The Summer Heat?

Pemberton

Since 1957

www.polands.com
217-342-9781 

or
800-342-9781

 712 E. Fayette  • Effingham, IL

2006 Maxima 3.5 SE
Sunroof, 6 Cyl., 74K, Granite

#044DA

12    Captiva Sport ONLY 13k miles
12    Malibu LTZ V6, Heated Seats, XM
12    Silverado LT Ext. 4dr. 4x4 Z71
12    ENCLAVE Leather, ONLY 12k Miles
11    Impala LT Z Leather!
11 Grand Caravan Crew Stow-n-Go
10    Jeep Patriot Sport Auto & Cruise
10 Accent GLS 4dr Auto, A/C, & MPG
10 Xterra S 4x4 1-Owner, Only 30k Miles
09   Econoline Cargo Van
08   HHR LT Heated Seats, Remote Start
08   Silverado LT CrewCab 48k
08 Torrent GXP 1-Owner, LOADED!
08 Lucerne CXL 6- Passenger, 3800 V6
08 ENCLAVE CXL 7-Passenger
08 Sienna Limited DVD, Leather
08 Escape XLT Great MPG, Sirius, 39k
06 Explorer Eddie Bauer 4x4 1-Owner, LOADED!
06 GTO 6spd
06 Colorado Crew Z71 4x4
05 Subaru Forester 2.5 XT AWD
05 Rendezvous Ultra 3rd Row, Loaded
05 F150 XLT Ext.
04 Montana DVD, Cap’t Chairs
03 Sierra SLE Ext. 4dr Only 74k Miles
01 F150 XLT Sport Ext. 4x4 SHARP!
01 GMC Savana Explorer Conversion Van
00  LeSabre Custom Leather, 3800 V6
00 Ranger XLT Sport Ext. 4x4
99    Tahoe LT 4dr 4x4
87 Regal Limited Turbo

Teutopolis girls track earned first place 
honors Saturday at the Mahomet-Seymour 
Class 1A indoor track meet with a final tally 
of 93 points. St. Anthony finished in sixth 
place with 45 points.

For Teutopolis, Rachel Westendorf fin-
ished third in the 60 meter dash with a time 
of 8.64.

Molly Higgs placed third in the 200 meter 
dash with a time of 29.65. Megan Weichman 
placed second with a time of 1:00.99 in the 
400 meter dash while Elle Wessel finished in 
eighth with 1:11.17. 

In the 800 meter run, Lauren Jansen fin-
ished in 13th with 3:25.81. Rachel Deters 
recorded a time of 7:24.29 in the 1600 meter 
run to finish fifth.

Emma Repking finished first with a time of 
15:10.03 in the 3200 meter run while McK-
enzie Reisner finished in fifth at 19:50.41.

Morgan Drees finished fifth in the 60 me-

ter hurdles with a time of 10.59.
Teutopolis finished first in the 800 meter 

relay with a time of 1:57 and finished sec-
ond in the 1600 meter relay with a time of 
4:39.37. They then finished first in the 3200 
meter relay with a time of 11:23.89.

Anna Hartke placed first in the high jump 
with 5’5” while Bailey Platz finished fifth 
with 4’8”. Hannah Bueker finished second 
in the pole vault with 8’6”.

Michelle Schmidt placed sixth in the long 
jump with 15’ while Maria Esker finished 
11th with 13’1”. Schmidt also placed third 
in the triple jump, finishing with 30’10”.

Platz and Sara Thoele each placed in shot-
put. In fifth place was Platz with 31’. Thoele 
finished in seventh with 27’1”.

For St. Anthony, Abby Brown placed 
fourth in the 400 meter dash at 1:13.47 while 
Raven Rincker placed 10th with a time of 
1:18.90.

Elizabeth Falconburg placed second in the 
800 meter run with a time of 2:51.18 while 
Carson Fonner finished in sixth place at 
2:57.95. Falconburg place first in the 1600 
meter run at 6:28.75 while Fonner finished 
in third at 6:36.79.

Sara Ragland placed sixth in the 60 meter 
hurdles with 11.02. St. Anthony finished in 
fifth place in the 800 meter relay with a time 
of 2:07.53. 

Sara Wortman placed in first in pole vault 
with 9’ while Aly Esker placed third with 8’.

Ragland placed 10th in long jump at 13’7” 
while Brown finished 13th at 12’8”. 

Finally, Rincker placed in 13th for St. An-
thony in the shot put event at 17’8”.

Teutopolis’ was scheduled for a Tuesday 
meet but that was cancelled. St. Anthony 
will not race again until Monday at Robin-
son.  

Teutopolis earns first, St. Anthony sixth in           
indoor meet at Mahomet-Seymour over weekend

Teutopolis girls track team 
ready for spring season

By Damien Dennis
News Report Staff

Teutopolis girls track is ready 
to take the spring season by 
storm this year under the lead-
ership of head coach Troy Bier-
man, who is entering his fourth 
year as coach.

“Every single big invite we go 
to, our goal is to be within the 
top three teams,” Bierman said. 
“We also aim to win at section-
als and we had a few girls place 
at state last year so we want to 
get them back there.”

Bierman wants to be a top 10 
team at state and get more girls 
there to compete at that level.

Teutopolis returns six se-
niors, four of whom have been 
to state three years in a row. 
Those girls are Morgan Drees, 
Morgan Breer, Molly Higgs and 
Alyssa Platz. Jennifer Holman 
and Clare Schnabel are the other 
two returning seniors. Schanbel 
has made it to sectionals but has 
never made it to state.

“I am looking for big things 
to happen from them and hoping 
our seniors can lead us,” Bier-
man said.

The team is made up of 34 
girls, with some of the returning 
girls having placed at state last 
year, including Elena Breer, Mi-
chelle Schmidt and Megan We-
ichman.

“If they perform the way they 
can, I know we can have a good 
year,” Bierman said.

Teutopolis will be participat-
ing in almost 20 meets, barring 
any cancelled events. They will 
perform in some smaller meets 
as well as some bigger events.

The girls will face some stiff 
competition this year. They will 
run against Effingham a couple 
times, Neoga and St. Anthony.

“All of the area schools may 
be smaller but have some real-
ly good athletes in individual 
events,” Bierman said. “St. An-
thony and Altamont are always 
really good and tough to face.”

Teutopolis had a meet sched-
uled for Tuesday against Arco-
la, but it was cancelled. They 
will next compete at home on 
Tuesday against Altamont, 
Cowden-Herrick, Flora and St. 
Elmo.

Effingham varsity baseball 
fell to Troy-Triad in its first 
game of the regular season, los-
ing 11-0 in five innings. Senior 
pitcher Drew Levitt took the loss 
for Effingham.

The only two hits in the game 
for Effingham came off two 
doubles. Drew Levitt recorded 
the first double in the first inning 
while Carter Hayes recorded his 
in the fourth. 

Drew Levitt pitched for two 
innings, allowing five hits and 
six runs. Kevin Daugherty took 
over and pitched two innings 
but allowed another five runs. 
Preston Walker pitched the last 
inning. The Hearts were guilty 
of 10 errors in the game. 

The Hearts begin the season 
with an 0-1 record.  

Hearts fall 
to Triad in 
opener, 11-0

2012-2013 Effingham Wrestling Award Winners
(Left to Right) Travis Durbin, Casey Holle, Jeff Keitel and Alex 
Artola.
Submitted Photo

2012-2013 Effingham Varsity
Boys Basketball Award Winners

(Left to Right) Front Row: Alex Carie, Kennan Mahaffey, Trent 
Frey, Hunter Keith and Anthony Barrett. Back Row: Leighton 
Lark, Jake Stombaugh, Josh Stombaugh, Tim Gardewine, Clark 
Williamson and Kevin Daugherty.
Submitted Photo

Shoes sweep Salem;     
post 11-0, 14-1 wins

Teutopolis varsity baseball 
began its season on a high note 
after a dominating performance 
against Salem in a double-head-
er on Saturday. The Wooden 
Shoes defeated the Wildcats 
11-0 and 14-1. 

Pitcher Ryan Ruholl got the 
win in the 11-0 victory over the 
Salem club, as he pitched four 
solid innings. Michael Gilles-
pie and Chase Wendling each 
pitched an inning. 

Bobby Wenthe scored three 
runs for the Shoes and recorded 
two RBIs. Alex Goldstein, Kyle 
Pruemer and Derek Smith each 
recorded two runs. Goldstein 
and Pruemer also had two RBI’s 
each.

Wendling scored one run 
and had an RBI while Jared 
Waldhoff also scored one run.

In the 14-1 victory, Wenthe 
got the win as he pitched four 
of five innings for the Shoes. 
Salem’s lone run on the day 
came in the fifth inning off of 
reliever Darren Probst. 

Probst recorded two runs 
and one RBI himself during the 
game. John Ungrund recorded 
a total of three runs to lead the 
Shoes to victory.

With the two victories, Teuto-
polis starts its season with a 2-0 
record. 

Teutopolis varsity boys tennis looks to rebuild and grow
By Damien Dennis
News Report Staff

With the spring sports season 
kicking off for area high schools, 
Teutopolis varsity boys’ tennis 
team looks to make an impact.

Head Coach Kaye Kimpling 
has been at Teutopolis coaching 
for 14 years with the girls tennis 
team but is entering her fourth 
year coaching the boys team.

“This is going to be what they 
call a rebuilding year for us,” 
Kimpling said. “We lost all but 
two players from last year’s var-
sity roster. We have new players 
who are real inexperienced so 
that will affect our season. But 
they are a real good group of 
kids.”

The 2013 boys tennis team 
features just three seniors and 

six juniors while the remain-
ing roster spots are filled with 
underclassmen, including five 
sophomores and four freshmen.

Kimpling said that with such 
a young team starting this sea-
son, the Teutopolis boys’ should 
be able to build a strong and 
competitive team to last the next 
few seasons.

“With the rain and the wind 
and the cold, we haven’t had 
as much of a preseason as we 
would normally have,” Kim-
pling said. “It’s hard to get in 
everything you need to do.”

The boys will play in a tour-
nament this weekend which 
their coach said could be a tough 
challenge. She stressed that 
these early challenges are good 
for the boys on the team though 
and will prepare them for the 
season ahead.

Junior Kyle Brumleve will be 
Teutopolis’ top singles player, 
with seniors Ryan Westendorf 
and Matt Grunloh filling in the 
number two and three spots, re-
spectively.

“Our number four guy will 
be Andy Mersman, and he’s a 
freshman,” Kimpling said. 

Kimpling hopes to improve 
the play of all the players but 
she hopes to have a winning 
season as well.

Coach Kimpling thinks that 
Brumleve, being number one, 

can get that experience this year 
to lead the team once he heads 
into his senior season next year.

Teutopolis will play in five 
tournaments this season along 
with their usual dual meets. This 
year, the schedule includes Cen-
tralia. 

“The last couple years they 
have had a real strong and tough 
team,” Kimpling said. “Mattoon 
has a good team as well, Effing-
ham is good this year and St. 
Anthony will be tough as well.” 

Teutopolis will play at the 
Metamora High School Satur-
day.

Senior Drew Levitt pitched two innings in Friday’s 11-0 loss to 
Triad. Levitt gave up six runs.         News Report Photo/Damien Dennis

Follow the Hearts, 
Bulldogs and 

Shoes throughout 
the spring on the 
Sports pages of 

The News Report!


